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To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Cheshunt. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  this  Urban  District  for  1965. 

I was  appointed  jointly  by  the  Hertfordshire  County 
Council  and  yourselves  as  the  first  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  Cheshunt  to  be  engaged  full  time  on  public  health  duties. 

As  an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  I am  engaged  on 
duties  for  the  personal  health  services  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority,  so  that  although  Cheshunt  is  only  part  of  the  East 
Herts.  Health  Division,  centred  at  County  Hall,  it  is  possible 
for  me  to  obtain  a more  complete  picture  of  the  health 
services  of  this  town  and  of  their  future  requirements.  This 
arrangement  by  the  local  authority  with  the  local  health 
authority  is  the  best  way,  short  of  delegation  of  personal 
health  services,  for  an  overall  insight  into  the  health  services 
of  the  town,  and  it  is  my  earnest  endeavour  to  make  it 
effective.  In  this  I have  been  helped  very  much  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff  who  have  always  been 
most  courteous  and  co-operative. 

In  my  opinion  environmental  and  personal  health  services 
cannot  be  separated  into  watertight  compartments,  and  the 
present  arrangements  with  the  Local  Health  Authority  should 
become  increasingly  useful. 

This  report  is  a report  on  the  year  1965,  and  includes  a 
report  on  the  work  of  Dr.  Peter  Woodbridge  who  was  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  first  six  months  of  that 
year  and  has  agreed  to  stay  with  us  as  Deputy  Medical 
Officer. 
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It  also  includes  particulars  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Health  Inspectors  who  for  many  years  now  have  been  ably 
led  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector.  I 
have  been  fortunate  in  having  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Wilson’'s 
wide  knowledge  of  the  district  and  its  people. 

In  1965,  Cheshunt’s  population  reached  40,000  and  this 
town  thus  maintained  its  position  as  the  County  District  with 
the  largest  population  in  East  Herts.,  the  next  largest  town 
only  having  a population  of  just  over  half  our  own. 

Only  twelve  years  ago  in  1954,  the  population  of  this  town 
was  only  25,000  so  that  the  numerical  growth  of  the  district 
has  been  considerable.  A period  of  growth  of  this  proportion 
requires  considerable  elasticity  of  approach. 

This  Council  and  its  officers  have  done  all  within  their 
powers  to  ensure  that  the  town  has  grown  in  an  attractive 
planned  manner  and  we,  in  this  department  welcome  the 
present  redevelopment  areas  and  the  extensive  housing  plans 
contained  therein. 

Many  people  here  own  their  own  houses  and  take 
considerable  care  of  them  and  justifiable  pride  in  them,  but 
there  will  always  be  some  who  do  not  own  their  own  homes 
and  never  can  do  so.  It  is  especially  important  to  cater  for 
families  and  for  old  people,  who  are  least  able  to  help  them- 
selves. 

This  department  is  concerned  with  the  help  of  the  weakest 
members  of  the  community  and  I believe  that  the  provision 
of  houses  to  rent  is  the  most  important  single  way  in  which 
a Council  can  directly  benefit  the  public  health.  In  addition 
this  Council  have  encouraged  and  helped  those  who  can 
afford  to  buy  their  own  homes,  by  the  mortgage  scheme. 

For  good  health  we  need  clean  water,  clean  food,  clean  air, 
adequate  shelter  and  sufficient  exercise.  The  shelter  demanded 
today  is  that  of  the  1970s  and  this  kind  of  home  is  now  being 
provided  here. 
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Clean  water  is  now  within  the  reach  of  almost  everybody 
in  this  country  and  clean  food  should  be. 

The  necessity  for  many,  today,  to  commute  to  and  from 
their  work  means  that  eating  away  from  home  has  increased, 
and  the  responsibility  of  restaurants  has  correspondingly 
increased  and  the  work  of  Public  Health  Departments  in 
protecting  the  public  has  correspondingly  increased. 

However  good  the  structure  of  the  premises,  however,  the 
most  important  element  in  clean  food  and  the  prevention  of 
food  poisoning  is  the  personal  hygiene  of  each  and  every 
member  of  the  team  which  produces  and  serves  it. 

Progress  is  being  made  with  making  the  air  of  Cheshunt 
clean. 

As  our  population  grows,  the  importance  of  clean  air 
increases  for  the  domestic  chimney  has  always  been  a 
principal  source  of  pollution,  and  it  will  be  seen  from  the 
report  that  now  almost  half  our  houses  are  in  smoke  con- 
trolled areas.  The  provision  of  clean  air  must  be  timed  by 
our  financial  resources,  but  we  hope  that  it  will  not  be  very 
long  before  we  can  report  that  the  whole  of  Cheshunt  is 
similarly  covered. 

The  Vital  Statistics  continue  to  be  encouraging  and  are 
generally  favourable  as  compared  with  the  rest  of  the 
country. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  you  Mr.  Chairman 
and  all  the  members  of  the  Committee  for  their  kindness  to 
me,  in  this  my  first  period  of  office  as  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 


I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  Appleton, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  I 

STATISTICS 


Area:  The  area  of  Cheshunt  is  8,480  acres. 
Population:  Registrar-General’s  Estimate: 


1954 

25,350 

1958 

29,450 

1962 

36,630 

1955 

26,090 

1959 

31,110 

1963 

37,530 

1956 

27,000 

1960 

32,790 

1964 

39,040 

1957 

28,050 

1961 

35,490 

1965 

40,380 

1965  1966 

Total  hereditaments  as  per  Valuation 

List  (1st  April) 14,076  14,692 

Number  of  domestic  hereditaments  11,897  12,333 

Total  Rateable  Value  ...  ...£1,820,374  £1,937,556 

Estimated  product  of  penny  rate  ...  £7,650  £8,150 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 


Live  Births — ^Legitimate  422 

Illegitimate  9 

Total 

Still  Births — Legitimate  4 

Illegitimate  0 

Deaths  from  all  causes  161 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : 

Legitimate  6 

Illegitimate  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age: 

Legitimate  5 

Illegitimate  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  of  age : 

Legitimate  3 

Illegitimate  0 


Female  Total 

407  829 

13  22 

851 

7 11 

0 0 

131  292 


4 10 

0 0 

3 8 

0 0 

3 6 

0 0 
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Birth  and  Death  Rates. 


To  make  an  approximate  allowance  for  the  way  in  which 
the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs 
from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  the  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  for  the  area  should  be  multiplied  by  the  area 
comparability  factor  supplied  for  the  purpose  by  the  General 
Register  Office.  When  local  crude  birth  and  death  rates  have 
been  so  adjusted  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  and  with  the  corresponding  adjusted 
rate  for  any  other  area. 

The  adjusted  rates  for  Cheshunt,  together  with  the  crude 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  comparison,  are  as  follows: 


Birth  Rates 


Cheshunt 

England  & 

N.O.  of 

Crude  Birth 

1 Comparability 

Adjusted 

Wales 

Births 

Rate 

Factor 

Rate 

1961 

782 

22.03 

0.87 

19.17 

17.4 

1962 

778 

21.24 

0.86 

18.27 

18.0 

1963 

801 

21.34 

0.84 

17.93 

18.2 

1964 

837 

21.44 

0.84 

18.01 

18.4 

1965 

851 

21.07 

0.84 

17.70 

18.1 

Death 

Rates 

Cheshunt 

England  & 

NiO.  of 

Crude  Death  Comparability 

Adjusted 

Wales 

Deaths 

Rate 

Factor 

Rate 

1961 

239 

6.73 

1.46 

9.76 

12.0 

1962 

284 

7.75 

1.47 

11.39 

11.9 

1963 

285 

7.59 

1.54 

11.69 

12.2 

1964 

254 

6.51 

1.54 

10.03 

11.3 

1965 

292 

7.23 

1.53 

11.06 

11.5 
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Cheshunt 

England  & 

Live  Birth  Rate 

21.07 

Wales 

18.1 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

0.84 

— 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  ... 

17.70 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate  

12.76 

15.8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

11.75 

19.0 

Legitimate 

12.06 

— 

Illegitimate  

Nil 

— 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ... 

9.40 

13.0 

(under  4 weeks) 

Early  neo  - natal  Mortality 

Rate  

7.05 

— 

(under  1 week) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  ... 

19.72 

26.9 

Cheshunt 

England  & 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  ... 

Nil 

Wales 

Death  Rate  ...  

7.23 

11.5 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

1.53 

— 

Standardised  Death  Rate  ... 

11.06 

— 

Infant  Mortality: 

All  infants 

per  l,(XX)  live  births 

Cheshunt 

England  & 
Wales 

Year 

No.  of  Deaths 

Rate 

Rate 

1956  

8 

17.51 

23.7 

1957  

7 

14.55 

23.1 

1958  

8 

12.94 

22.6 

1959  

8 

12.48 

22.2 

1960  

14 

20.47 

21.9 

1961  

18 

23.02 

21.6 

1962  

23 

29.56 

21.6 

1963  ...  - 

14 

17.48 

21.1 

1964  ...  ...  ... 

...  ^ 

8.36 

20.0 

1965  ... 

10 

11.75 

19.0 
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Causes  of  Death  during  1965: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Meningococcal  Infections 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Dis- 

1 

0 

1 

eases  

1 

0 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bron- 

7 

3 

10 

chus  

16 

2 

18 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

0 

9 

9 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

0 

2 

2 

Neoplasms 

15 

8 

23 

Diabetes  ...  

1 

3 

4 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

12 

15 

27 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

40 

21 

61 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . . . 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Heart  Disease  

6 

13 

19 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ... 

6 

12 

18 

Influenza  

0 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

10 

14 

Bronchitis  

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory 

17 

2 

19 

System 

3 

1 

4 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

0 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  Defined  and  111  - Defined 

3 

1 

4 

Diseases  ... 

10 

14 

24 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

5 

4 

9 

All  Other  Accidents  

7 

3 

10 

Suicide  

2 

3 

5 

All  causes 

161 

131 

292 
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Vital  Statistics. 

The  estimate  of  the  population  of  Cheshunt  is  the  mid- 
year estimate  of  the  Registrar-General.  He  considers  that 
the  population  has  increased  by  1,340. 

There  were  851  live  births  and  292  deaths  so  that  there 
was  a natural  increase  of  population  of  559. 

There  were  22  illegitimate  births,  representing  only  2.6% 
of  the  total  births  and  an  illegitimate  birth  rate  of  0.55  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

During  the  year,  there  were  eleven  stillbirths.  This  gives 
a rate  of  12.6  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  15.8. 

Ten  infants  died  during  1965.  Eight  of  these  children  died 
within  the  first  month  of  life  and  were  due  to  causes 
connected  with  birth  or  pregnancy  and  one  of  the  other  two 
infant  deaths  was  due  to  a congenital  lesion. 

The  remaining  infant  died  at  three  months  from  a compli- 
cated ear  infection. 

It  is  significant  that  none  of  the  Cheshunt  babies  died  from 
causes  which  the  parents  could  have  controlled. 

There  is  a high  standard  of  infant  care  in  Cheshunt  and 
our  infant  mortality  rate  (11.75)  compares  very  favourably 
with  the  country  as  a whole  (19.0).  It  is  a useful  indication 
of  the  efficiency  of  child  care  in  the  district. 
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SECTION  II 

PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Ambulance 


Day  Nursery 


Home  Help 
Service 


Welfare  Centres 
AND  Clinics 


Fire  and  Ambulance  Station,  Cheshunt. 
Establishment  on  31st  December,  1965, 
two  shift  leaders,  eight  ambulance  drivers, 
one  ambulance,  one  sitting-case  car. 

The  Chestnuts,  Waltham  Cross  (Waltham 
Cross  24878).  30  places  for  children  0 to 
5 years. 

Organiser:  Mrs.  M.  L.  K.  Frost,  178a, 
High  Street,  Waltham  Cross  (Waltham 
Cross  24658).  Office  hours:  Monday  to 
Thursday,  9.0  a.m.  to  1 p.m.;  2.0  p.m.  to 

4.0  p.m.;  Friday,  9.0  a.m.  to  1 p.m.; 

2.0  p.m.  to  5.0  p.m. 

(1)  Health  Centre,  Blindman’s  Lane, 
Cheshunt.  I.W.C.  Monday  2.0  p.m.  to 

- 4.0  p.m.,  Thursday  10.0  a.m.  to  12 

noon,  2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

Dental  (By  appointment).  Monday 
a.m.,  Tuesday  all  day,,  Wednesday 
a.m.,  Thursday  all  day,  Friday  a.m. 

General  Clinic.  Fourth  Tuesday  a.m. 
Ophthalmic.  Friday  a.m. 

Orthoptic.  Friday  a.m. 

A.N.  Relaxation  Class.  Tuesday  p.m. 
Speech  Therapy.  Tuesday  a.m. 

(2)  Memorial  Hall,  Goff’s  Oak.  Every 
Friday  p.m. 

(3)  Health  Centre  rear  of  Greenfield 
House,  High  Street,  Waltham  Cross 
(Waltham  Cross  23401). 

General  Clinic.  First  Thursday  p.m. 

Mothers’  Club.  Wednesday  evenings 
(alternate). 

Dental  Clinic.  Daily. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic  (By  appoint- 
ment). Thursday  a.m. 
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He.\lth  Visitors 
AND  School 
Nurses 


District  Nurses 
AND  Midwives 


Ante-Natal  Clinic.  Monday  p.m. 
(appointment  only). 

Relaxation  Classes.  Tuesday  p.m. 
Infant  Welfare  Centre.  Wednesday 
a.m.  and  p.m. 

Chiropody  Clinic  (By  appointment 
only).  Thursday  p.m.,  Friday  9.0  a.m. 
to  12  noon;  2.0  p.m.  to  5.0  p.m. 

Physiotherapy  Clinic.  Monday,  Tues- 
day, Wednesday,  Thursday  and 
Friday,  8.45  a.m.  to  1.0  p.m. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic.  First  Wednesday 
in  each  month,  2.0  to  5.0  p.m. 

(4)  Tolmers  Road,  Cuffley. 

Physiotherapy  Clinic.  Tuesday,  Wed- 
nesday, Thursday  and  Friday,  9.0  a.m. 
to  1.0  p.m. 

(5)  Honey  Lane  Hospital,  Waltham 
A bbey. 

Chest  Clinic.  Monday  9.45  a m.  to  12 
noon,  Thursday  2.0  p.m.  to  3 45  p.m., 
Wednesday  2.0  p.m.  to  3.0  p.m.  (Con- 
tact Clinic). 

Mrs.  I.  Jorgensen,  Miss  B.  Parton,  Welfare 
Centre,  High  Street,  Waltham  Cross 
(Waltham  Cross  23401). 

Miss  M.  E.  Pawsey,  Miss  B.  Chapman, 
Health  Centre,  Blindman’s  Lane,  Ches- 
hunt  (Waltham  Cross  28232). 

Miss  J.  P.  Young,  87,  Cuffley  Hill,  Goff’s 
Oak  (Cuffley  2420). 

Miss  G.  F.  Grace,  Miss  M.  Gonty,  Health 
Offices,  131,  High  Street,  Cheshunt 
(Waltham  Cross  25655). 

Miss  K.  M.  Woodcock,  32,  Darcy  Close, 
Cheshunt  (Waltham  Cross  29308). 

Miss  M.  G.  Davies,  27,  Ousden  Drive, 
Cheshunt  (Waltham  Cross  23745). 

Miss  M.  Smith,  24,  Cromwell  Avenue, 
Cheshunt  (Waltham  Cross  23580). 


11 


Miss  E.  O’Connor,  178b,  High  Street, 
Waltham  Cross  (Waltham  Cross  27750). 

Miss  M.  G.  Brown,  87,  Cuffley  Hill,  Goff’s 
Oak  (Cuffley  2420). 

Mrs.  K.  Fennelly,  1,  Park  Lane,  Flam- 
stead  End  (Waltham  Cross  23410). 

Miss  G.  D.  Taylor,  1,  Prescott  Road, 
Cheshunt  (Waltham  Cross  22344). 

Mrs.  A.  Nice  (Part  Time),  71,  Park  Lane, 
Cheshunt  (Waltham  Cross  26586). 

District  Nurses  Mrs.  A.  Izatt,  65,  Broadlands  Avenue, 

Enfield  (Howard  3311). 

Mrs.  D.  Pepper,  72,  Cuffley  Hill,  Goffs 
Oak  (Cuffley  4270). 

Clinic  Nurses  Mrs.  J.  Wren,  Mrs.  G.  Munsy. 

OTHER  SERVICES 

Blood  Transfusion. 

Sessions  are  held  at  the  Health  Centre,  Waltham  Cross,  at 
regular  intervals.  Dates  of  future  sessions  and  further 
information  may  be  obtained  from  Mrs.  B.  Brown,  Honorary 
Organiser,  National  Blood  Transfusion  Service,  133,  Windmill 
Lane,  Cheshunt.  Telephone  No.:  Waltham  Cross  25233. 

British  Red  Cross  Society. 

The  Society  has  a range  of  medical  equipment  for  the  sick 
and  injured  available  on  loan  on  the  recommendation  of 
Medical  Practitioners  and  District  Nurses.  The  equipment 
is  at  The  Home  Help  Office,  High  Street,  Waltham  Cross. 
The  depot  is  open  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  10  a.m.  to 
12  noon. 

The  Society  staff  a First  Aid  Post  from  10  a.m.  to  6 p.m. 
on  Saturdays  and  Sundays  at  the  Herts  County  Council 
Sailing  Base,  Windmill  Lane  (adjoining  the  Council’s  Swim- 
ming Pool). 

In  addition  to  their  normal  activities,  the  local  detachment 
has  available  a team  which  is  on  call  for  disaster  relief 
work  under  the  local  representative,  Mrs.  B.  Brown,  133, 
Windmill  Lane,  Cheshunt.  Telephone  No.;  Waltham  Cross 
25233. 


12 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

A hospital  laboratory  service  is  available  at  Chase  Farm 
Hospital  and  at  the  Hertford  County  Hospital. 

Water,  milk  and  food  specimens  are  sent  to  the  Central 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Colindale  or  to  the  Regional 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Luton. 

National  Assistance  Act. 

During  the  year  no  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under 
Section  47  of  the  principal  Act  for  the  removal  to  suitable 
premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  The  advice 
of  the  Department  is  occasionally  sought  in  dealing  with 
problems  involving  care  and  attention,  usually  of  aged 
persons  living  alone,  and  enquirers  are  put  in  touch  with  the 
Home  Help  or  other  appropriate  services. 

Mortury. 

The  mortuary  is  situated  in  a building  at  Cheshunt 
Cemetery,  Bury  Green  Road.  During  the  year  no  bodies  were 
received  in  the  mortuary.  It  is  the  normal  practice  now,  when 
a post-mortem  examination  is  required,  to  use  the  mortuaries 
attached  to  hospitals. 

W.V.S.  Meals  Service. 

A Meals-on- Wheels  service  for  house-bound  people, 
nominated  from  statutory  welfare  sources,  continues  to  be 
operated  by  the  W.V.S.  The  Council  pay  a subsidy  on  the 
cost  of  the  meals. 

The  service  is  used  mainly  by  old  age  pensioners. 

Staffing  this  service  presents  a problem  and  additional 
volunteers  would  be  very  welcome.  Further  information  may 
be  obtained  from  Mrs.  Brown,  Centre  Organiser,  W.V.S. 
Centre,  57,  Turners  Hill,  Cheshunt  (Waltham  Cross  22050). 

Home  Safety. 

The  administration  of  the  Home  Safety  Act  1961,  is  vested 
in  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Council  are  sub- 
scribers to  the  Home  Safety  Section  of  RoSPA.  Posters  and 
other  publicity  material  on  various  aspects  of  Home  Safety 
were  displayed  during  the  year  at  the  Public  Library  and  on 
Council  vehicles  and  notice  boards. 

Health  Education. 

A poster  campaign  on  smoking  and  health  was  maintained 
on  Council  notice  boards  and  vehicles.  Slogan  plates  on  the 
postal  franking  machine  were  also  used  for  health 
propaganda. 
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SECTION  III 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Notifiable  Diseases. 


The  following  table 

shows 

details  of 

diseases 

notified 

during  1964  and  1965: 

1%4 

1965 

Notified 

Notified  Cases  admitted 

Cases 

Cases 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

29 

50 

— 

— 

Measles  

383 

269 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

53 

3 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

4 

2 

— 

14 

Erysipelas  

1 

2 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

3 

— 

— 

Dysentry  

5 

5 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

4 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

11 

13 

9 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

(paralytic) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Encephalitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Measles. 


Notifications  of  Measles  in 

the  last  ten  years  are  shown  in 

the  following  table:  — 

Cases 

Notifications  per 

Year 

Notified 

1,000  population 

1956  

...  58 

2.15 

1957  

...  622 

22.17 

1958  

...  66 

2.10 

1959  

...  713 

22.92 

1960  

...  104 

3.17 

1961  

...  935 

26.35 

1962  

...  122 

3.33 

14 


1963 

• • • 

. . • 

...  836 

22.28 

1964 

• • • 

. • . 

...  383 

9.81 

1965 

... 

... 

...  269 

6.66 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  incidence  of  this  disease 

over  the  past 

ten  years  is 

shown  in  the  following  table;  — 

Year 

Year 

1956  

Cases  Notifications  per 

Notified  1,000  population 

...  98  3.63 

1957 

...  127 

4.53 

1958 

1 

0.03 

1959 

...  16 

0.51 

1960 

...  101 

3.08 

1961 

...  18 

0.51 

1962 

9 

0.25 

1963 

...  52 

1.39 

1964 

...  53 

1.36 

1965 

3 

0.07 

Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  new 

cases  of  Tuberculosis  in 

1965  was  13 

compared  with  11  cases  in  1964. 

New  Cases,  1 965— classified  by  age  groups:- 

Age 

Respiratory 

Non-Respirator}^  Totals 

0—  5 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 



5—15 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

15—25 

1 

1 

— 2 

4 

25—35 

2 

— 

— — 

2 

35—45 

— 

1 

— — 

1 

45—55 

2 

— 

— — 

2 

55—65 

4 

— 

— — 

4 

65  upx^ards 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

9 

2 

2 

13 

15 


1964 


1965 


Number  of  cases  from  other  areas  transferred 

to  Cheshunt  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 4 

There  was  one  death  attributed  to  Tuberculosis  in  Cheshunt 
during  1965. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  relate  respectively  to 
infectious  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  engaged 
in  the  handling  of  miUc  and  to  the  removal  to  hospital  of 
infectious  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

In  March  a patient  was  notified  as  suffering  from  active 
tuberculosis,  who  had  regularly  attended  a club  during  the 
period  when  infection  could  be  expected  and  a vigorous 
attempt  was  made  to  trace  and  arrange  for  the  X-ray  exam- 
ination of  all  possible  contacts  of  this  patient. 

We  were  helped  by  the  County  Council  staff  and  our 
colleagues  in  neighbouring  Health  Departments. 

It  was  gratifying  that  no  case  of  tuberculosis  was  found 
among  the  club  members  investigated  and  noteworthy  that 
over  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  the  club  were  X-rayed. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Cheshunt  in  July  and 
almost  3,000  people  were  X-rayed.  Only  one  case  of  tubercu- 
losis was  found. 

Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  four  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified. 

In  two  cases,  food  poisoning  organisms  were  identified, 
both  of  the  salmonella  group. 

One  occurred  in  a man  whose  duties  took  him  to  different 
towns  and  different  restaurants,  but  who  never  ate  out  in 
Cheshunt. 

The  other  occurred  in  a one-year  old  child  who  had  eaten 
very  lightly  cooked  sausage,  of  which  the  interior  had 
probably  not  been  cooked  at  all. 

The  other  two  cases  were  two  of  six  people  taken  ill  after 
a chicken  meal  in  the  West  End.  From  the  evidence  provided 
toxin  poisoning  is  suspected.  After  a short  sharp  illness  the 
patients  recovered  within  twenty-four  hours. 
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Disinfection. 

No  current  or  terminal  disinfection  was  carried  out  in 
connection  with  notifiable  diseases  during  the  year.  Library 
books  from  houses  where  notifiable  diseases  have  occurred 
are  returned  to  the  Public  Health  Department  for  disinfection 
before  re-issue  by  the  library. 
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SECTION  IV 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  INSPECTION 

OF  THE  AREA 

REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR 

I submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  year,  1965.  It  is  my 
twenty-eighth  Annual  Report  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Chow  joined  the  staflf  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
English  in  November.  Mr.  John  Mancey  replaced  Miss  C.  R. 
Brown  as  Junior  Clerk  and  Mr.  C.  Bamaby  was  appointed 
as  Rodent  Operative  in  place  of  Mr.  Elkins.  In  June  the 
department  moved  from  the  Manor  House  to  The  Cedars, 
131,  High  Street,  Cheshunt.  This  is  a building  acquired  by 
the  Council  in  the  Cheshunt  Redevelopment  Area  and  it  has 
provided  much  improved  office  accommodation  for  the 
department  although  it  has  the  disadvantage  of  being  some 
distance  away  from  the  main  administrative  centre. 

Inspection  during  the  year  followed  much  the  usual  pattern 
with  the  accent  on  Clean  Air  since  Smoke  Control  Area  No. 
4 came  into  operation  in  July. 

Complaints  were  again  received  of  noise  nuisance  from  a 
motor  car  factory.  Careful  investigations  were  made  including 
the  taking  of  measurements  with  a noise  level  meter  both 
during  the  day  and  the  evening,  but  it  was  not  possible  to 
establish  evidence  of  a statutory  nuisance.  An  investigation 
was  also  made  following  a petition  alleging  noise  nuisance 
from  the  Labour  Hall,  College  Road,  but  no  evidence  was 
obtained  that  a statutory  noise  nuisance  existed. 

The  fouling  of  footpaths  by  dogs  was  again  the  cause  of  a 
number  of  complaints  from  irate  residents  who  had  carried 
dog  excreta  on  their  shoes  into  their  homes.  The  Council  were 
successful  with  prosecutions  under  the  Litter  Act  but  no 
evidence  was  made  available  to  support  prosecutions  under 
the  Byelaws  relating  to  the  fouling  of  footways  by  dogs.  It 
ought  to  be  possible  for  dog  owners,  narticularly  those  who 
have  gardens,  to  find  ways  and  means  of  reducing  this  anti- 
social fouling  of  public  places  by  their  pets. 

The  nuisance  caused  to  pedestrians  by  the  large  number 
of  pigecins  which  perch  under  the  Theobalds  Grove  Railway 
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Bridge  was  again  under  consideration  and  various  methods 
of  dealing  with  the  problem  were  discussed.  The  Council 
have  power  under  the  Public  Health  Act  to  take  any  steps 
for  the  purpose  of  abating  or  mitigating  any  nuisance, 
annoyance  or  damage  caused  by  the  congregation  in  built-up 
areas  of  pigeons  and  other  birds,  provided  that  all  reasonable 
precautions  are  taken  to  ensure  that  the  seizure  and  destruc- 
tion of  any  birds  is  carried  out  humanely. 

The  department  had  another  busy  year  and  details  are 
given  in  the  summaries  which  follow.  New  legislation  con- 
tinues to  come  forward  which  increases  the  amount  of  work 
and  widens  the  scope  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
activities. 

I would  like  to  record  appreciation  of  the  loyal  support 
of  all  members  of  the  department. 

C.  Wilson, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  Inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
during  the  year  numbered  3,834  and  details  as  to  the  nature 
of  these  inspections  are  given  in  the  tables  which  follow. 
690  complaints  relating  to  a variety  of  matters  were  received. 

Summary  of  Inspections. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts)  239 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  other  than 

housing  defects 1,495 

Number  of  premises  other  than  houses  inspected  670 

Premises  re-inspected 363 

Visits  to  works  in  progress 66 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,001 

3,834 


Included  in  the  above  table  are  the  following  classified 
visits:  — 

Public  Health  Acts: 

Infectious  Diseases  Igj 

Disposal  of  Refuse 43 
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Drainage  Works  o/ 

Swimming  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ••.  •••  14 

Water  Supplies  77 

Verminous  Premises  Disinfested  ...  ...  ...  8 

Housing  Acts; 

Improvement  Grants — Discretionary  90 

Improvement  Grants — Standard  ...  ...  ...  63 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  38 

Immigrants  100 

Contravention  of  Council  Mortgage  Deed — Lodgers  40 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Clean  Air  Act: 

Smoke  Control  Areas  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  936 

Smoke  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Atmospheric  Pollution  Stations  ...  ...  ...  80 

Boiler  Furnace  Installations 11 

Smoke  observations 6 

General; 

Caravan  Act 102 

Petroleum  Acts  82 

Rent  Act  2 

National  Assistance  Act,  Section  47  5 

Noise  Abatement  82 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  39 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  6 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  ...  ...  291 


Details  of  inspections  of  food  premises  and  factories  are 
given  in  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  Report. 

Unfit  Houses 

During  the  year  Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  Nos.  2, 
3 and  4,  Crocodile  Cottages,  College  Road,  and  a Closing 
Order  was  made  on  No.  1,  Crocodile  Cottages. 

North  Lodge,  Colesgrove,  Halstead  Hill,  a house  on  which 
the  Council  accepted  a statutory  undertaking  in  1959,  was 
reconditioned  and  the  statutory  undertaking  was  formally 
determined. 
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The  total  number  of  individual  unfit  houses  dealt  with 
under  the  Demolition  or  Closing  Order  procedure  of  the 
Housing  Acts  since  the  beginning  of  1953  is  182. 

Nineteen  houses  were  rendered  fit  by  the  owners  after  the 
service  of  informal  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Overcrowding  and  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation. 

Only  one  case  of  statutory  overcrowding  was  ascertained 
during  the  year.  This  was  a house  for  which  a licence  had 
been  granted  under  Section  80  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 
authorising  one  person  in  excess  of  the  permitted  number  to 
sleep  in  the  house  for  the  period  to  30th  April,  1965.  On 
reinspection  it  was  found  that  the  same  people  were  living 
in  the  house  but  one  of  the  daughters  had  married  and  her 
husband  was  living  with  the  family,  also  one  of  the  children 
had  now  reached  the  age  of  10  years,  so  that  the  number 
sleeping  in  the  house  was  equivalent  to  8+  units  while  the 
permitted  number  was  6.  The  house  was  under  mortgage  to 
the  Council  and  notice  of  breach  of  conditions  was  served 
on  the  mortgagors  as  a result  of  which  the  overcrowding  was 
abated. 

For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  contraventions  of  the 
CounciTs  Mortgage  Deed  a bedroom  standard  is  used  so 
that  a house  with  two  double  bedrooms  and  one  single 
bedroom  is  considered  to  provide  accommodation  for  a 
maximum  of  five  persons  irrespective  of  age. 

Action  in  respect  of  one  house  in  multiple  occupation  was 
taken  towards  the  end  of  the  year  to  secure  a reduction  in 
the  number  of  occupants  and  an  improvement  in  the  facilities 
provided.  Statutory  notices  were  served  under  Section  15  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1961,  in  November,  but  the  work  had  not 
been  commenced  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the 
Urban  District. 

Improvement  Grants. 

The  Housing  Act,  1964,  gave  to  local  authorities  powers 
for  the  compulsory  improvement  of  houses  in  areas  desig- 
nated for  that  purpose  and  in  September  an  area  at  Cheshunt 
was  accepted  in  principle  as  a Compulsory  Improvement 
Area  for  inclusion  in  the  Capital  Works  Programme. 
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In  November,  the  Council  decided  that  the  programmes 
for  Capital  Expenditure  for  the  years  1967/68  onwards  be 
deferred  and  further  considered  next  July  after  the  Spending 
Committee  had  again  reviewed  them. 

A canvass  of  the  area  was  undertaken  to  ascertain  the 
number  of  houses  which  are  without  one  or  more  of  the 
standard  amenities  and  this  was  still  in  progress  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  Improvement 
Grants  dealt  with  during  the  year: 


Owner/ 

{\)  Standard.  Occupiers  Tenanted 

1.  Number  of  Applications  received  ...  5 — 

Number  of  Applications  approved  5 — 

Number  of  Applications  refused  ...  — — 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  improved  ...  8 — 


3.  Amount  paid  in  grants  £999  17  6 


4.  Average  grant  per  house  £124  19  8 


5.  Amenities  provided 

(a)  fixed  bath  7 

(b)  shower — 

(c)  wash  hand  basin  8 

(d)  hot  water  supply  (to  any  fittings)  8 

(e)  water  closet 

(1)  within  dwelling  4 

(2)  accessible  from  dwelling  ...  — 

(f)  food  store  5 

(2)  Discretionary. 

1.  Number  of  Applications  received  ...  12  2 

2.  Number  of  Applications  approved  12  2 

3.  Number  of  Applications  refused  ...  — — 

4.  Number  of  dwellings  improved  ...  14  — 


5.  Amount  paid  in  grant  £4,329  5 0 

6.  Average  grant  per  house £309  4 7 
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Rent  Act,  1957. 

There  were  no  applications  either  for  the  issue  of  certificates 
of  disrepair  or  for  the  cancellation  of  existing  certificates 
under  the  Act  during  the  year. 

Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  houses  erected  since  1945: 

By  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Cheshunt  ...  1,537 

By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 ,292 

By  Private  Enterprise  4,689 

7,518 


Number  of  houses  erected  during  1965: 

By  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Cheshunt  ...  4 

By  other  Local  Authorities  197 

By  Private  Enterprise  376 

577 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 


1.  Inspection  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

Written 

Occupiers 

(i)  Factories  i n 

tions 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  en- 
forced by  local 
Authorities  ... 

(ii)  Factories  n o t 

included  i n 

(i)  in  which 
S^tion  7 is 
enforced  b y 
Local  Author- 
ity   

89 

64 

fiii)  Other  Pre  - 

mises  under 
the  Act  ex  - 
eluding  out  - 
workers’  pre  - 
mises) 

T otal 

89 

64 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

Particulars 

Sanitary  Conveni- 
ences (S.7) 
Unsuitable  or 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref 

ToH.M. 

Inspector 

:rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Defective  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Insufficient  ... 
Other  Offences  in- 
cluding offences 

under  Sections  I, 

1 

1 

1 

2,  3,  4 and  6)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

1 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were  in- 
stituted 


Outwork. 

Lists  of  outworkers  as  required  by  Section  13?  of  the  Act 
are  submitted  by  one  factory  making  wearing  apparel.  The 
number  of  outworkers  on  the  August  list  was  163.  Many  of 
these  reside  in  adjoining  areas  and  details  are  forwarded  to 
the  local  authority  concerned.  Twenty-three  inspections  were 
made  of  outworkers’  premises  in  Cheshunt  and  they  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

Under  Regulation  5 of  the  Hertfordshire  ("Music  and 
Dancing)  Regulations,  1955,  all  new  applications  to  the 
County  Council  for  a licence  must  be  accompanied  by  a 
letter  from  the  County  District  Council  stating  whether  there 
is  any  objection  on  sanitary  grounds  to  the  licensing  of  the 
premises. 

Two  premises  were  examined  during  the  vear  where 
applications  for  new  licences  were  being  made.  One  did  not 
satisfy  the  licensing  requirements  on  sanitary  grounds. 

Service  of  Notices. 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  93,  Public  Health  Act, 

1936,  to  abate  nuisance  1 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  277,  Public  Health  Act, 

1936,  requiring  information  as  to  ownership  of 
premises  18 
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Statutory  Notices  under  Section  85(3)  Housing  Act,  1957, 
requiring  statement  of  persons  sleeping  in  a house  3 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  159,  Housing  Act,  1957 
of  intention  to  enter  houses  for  survey  1 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  170,  Housing  Act,  1957 

requisition  of  information 4 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  12(2)  Clean  Air  Act, 

1956,  requiring  the  carrying  out  of  adaptations  ...  2 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  24  Public  Health  Act, 

1936  of  proposed  work  of  maintenance  on  sewer  ...  6 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  39  Public  Health  Act, 

1936  requiring  execution  of  works  of  drainage,  etc., 
in  existing  buildings ...  1 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  15  Housing  Act,  1961 
requiring  execution  of  works  to  render  premises 
reasonably  suitable  for  occupation  by  the  persons  or 
households  occupying  them ...  1 


Summary 

Statutory  Notices  requiring  defects  in  dwelling  houses  to  be 
remedied : — 


Served,  1 965  

Outstanding  31st  Dec., 
1964  


Complied  with,  1965  ... 

Complied  with  by 
Council  in  default  ... 

Outstanding  31st  Dec., 
1965  


Intimation  Notices  served  during  the  year 
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Water  Supply. 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of 
the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  and  the  supply  has  been 
satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality.  All  dwelling-houses  in 
the  district  are  supplied  from  public  mains  direct  to  the 
houses  with  the  exception  of  the  following  premises,  where 
water  is  obtained  from  private  sources:  — 

Aqueduct  Lock  House,  River  Lea  Bank. 

Aqueduct  Lock  Cottage,  River  Lea  Bank. 

Cheshunt  Lock  House,  River  Lea  Bank. 

Plantation  Cottage,  River  Lea  Bank. 
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Housemoors  Cottage,  Halfhide  Lane. 

New  River  Cottage,  Halfhide  Lane. 

Theobalds  Secondary  Modern  School,  Theobalds  Park. 

Theobalds  Lodge,  Theobalds  Park. 

Theobalds  Cottage,  Theobalds  Park. 

Cottage,  South  Villa  Nursery,  Park  Lane,  Waltham  Cross. 

During  the  year  thirty-seven  samples  for  bacteriological 
examination  were  taken,  thirty-four  from  these  private 
supplies  and  three  of  mains  water. 

All  were  reported  as  satisfactory  except  samples  taken  from 
the  deep  well  at  Theobalds  Park,  which  supplies  water  to  the 
Theobalds  Park  School.  In  July  samples  obtained  from  the 
kitchen  were  found  to  be  contaminated.  Extensive  investi- 
gations revealed  that  the  storage  tank  in  the  pumping  house 
was  the  source  of  the  trouble.  The  wooden  roof  had  collapsed 
allowing  the  water  to  be  contaminated  by  birds  It  was 
necessary  for  the  tank  to  be  emptied,  thoroughly  cleansed, 
repainted  and  chlorinated  and  a new  roof  provided  before 
re-filling.  Subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory. 


Swimming  B.aths. 

'The  Cheshunt  Swimming  Pool,  which  belongs  to  the 
Council,  is  fitted  with  modem  plant  for  heating  and  con- 
tinuously filtering  and  chlorinating  the  bath  water.  The  pH. 
value  and  chlorine  content  is  checked  at  frequent  intervals 
daily  and  a record  of  these  tests  is  maintained. 

Eight  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  season  and  they  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  swimming  pool  at  Theobalds  Park  Secondary  School 
is  operated  on  the  fill  and  empty  system  with  water  from  a 
chlorinated  supply  at  the  school.  Four  samples  of  water  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  season 
and  were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 
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The  County  Health  Department  regularly  sample  water 
from  school  swimming  pools  belonging  to  the  Education 
Authority.  Copies  of  the  reports  are  forwarded  to  this 
department.  There  were  no  failures  among  these  samples 
during  the  year. 


Cesspool  Drainage. 

Since  October,  1963,  the  emptying  of  domestic  cesspools 
by  the  local  authority  has  been  free  of  charge.  Charges  for 
the  emptying  of  non-domestic  cesspools  are  based  on  the 
actual  cost  of  the  work  involved. 


Sewerage. 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  reports  as  follows:  — 

“The  present  arrangements  for  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  in  the  District  are  reasonably  adequate.  No  new  or 
major  reconstruction  works  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year.” 


Infestation. 

Contact  insecticides  are  used  where  necessary  to  combat 
infestation. 

The  assistance  of  the  Department  was  sought  during  the 
year  in  dealing  with  infestations  by  the  following  insects: 


Ants 

33 

Wasps 

108 

Bugs 

2 

Bees 

9 

Others 

13 

Where  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Department  to  combat 
infesta'  ion  a charge  is  made. 
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Caravans. 


The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960, 
prohibits  the  use  of  land  as  a caravan  site  without  a site 
licence,  and  a site  licence  cannot  be  granted  unless  the 
applicant  has  planning  permission  to  use  the  site  for  caravans. 

The  following  decisions  were  made  on  applications  for  site 
licences  during  the  year:  — 


Site 

Licence  and 
Planning 
Consent 
expire  on 

No.  of 
Caravans 

Conditions 
of  Licence 

Oakwood  Nurseries,  Hammond 
Street  Road. 

31.12.68 

1 

Subject  to 
works 

Laurel  Bank  Farm,  St.  James 
Road. 

31.3.66 

1 

— 

Riding  Stables,  Theobalds  Park. 

31.12.68 

1 

— 

Hockwold  Nursery,  St.  James 

31.3.66 

1 

— 

Road. 


Unauthorised  caravans  on  the  Lay-by  in  Goff’s  Lane,  on 
land  to  the  west  of  the  Great  Cambridge  Road,  and  in 
Burton  Lane,  were  finally  removed  without  recourse  to  legal 
proceedings.  Itinerant  caravaners  occasionally  occupy  the 
grass  verges  of  the  Great  Cambridge  Road,  but  usually  move 
on  when  requested  to  do  so  but  not  always  without  leaving 
traces  of  their  presence. 

The  Caravan  Site  at  St.  Lawrence  Farm  is  still  being 
occupied  by  caravans  in  contravention  of  the  site  licence 
issued  in  March,  1961.  At  Cheshunt  Magistrates  Court  on 
6th  January,  1965,  the  Caravan  Company  were  fined  £10 
on  each  of  four  summonses  and  a Director  of  the  Company 
was  fined  £10  on  each  of  two  summonses  in  respect  of 
offences  against  the  terms  of  the  site  licence.  Costs  in  the 
sum  of  £150  were  awarded  to  the  Council.  The  remainder  of 
the  summonses  were  adjourned  sine  die.  On  4th  January, 
1965,  a Liquidator  for  the  Company  was  appointed.  Regular 
inspections  of  the  site  were  continued  throughout  the  year. 
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Year  ended  31st  December,  1965. 
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baiting  of  the  sewers  was  undertaken  during  the  year.  The  number  of  rats  in  the  soil  sewers  is 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  Service  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

The  Council  undertake  a weekly  collection  of  house  refuse 
in  all  parts  of  the  Urban  District  and  the  refuse  is  disposed 
of  by  controlled  tipping  in  gravel  pits  at  Hoddesdon.  The 
collection  of  trade  refuse  is  also  undertaken.  The  Council 
also  collect,  without  charge,  bulky  items  of  household  refuse 
such  as  furniture  and  mattresses  but  garden  refuse  and 
builders  rubble  is  excluded. 

Refuse  Dumps. 

Dumping  of  refuse  is  controlled  by  consents  granted  by 
the  Herts.  County  Council  and  the  District  Council  under 
the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  Act,  1935.  Conditions  are 
attached  to  the  consents  which  are  designed  to  prevent 
nuisance  and  control  fires.  No  new  consents  were  granted 
during  the  year. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963. 

This  Act  provides  that  no  person  shall  keen  a Boarding 
Establishment  for  animals  except  under  the  authority  of  a 
licence  granted  by  the  local  authority  who  may  impose  such 
conditions  as  appear  to  be  necessary  for  securing  the  objects 
of  the  Act.  Three  licences  to  keep  such  boarding  establish- 
ments were  issued  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

One  licence  to  keep  a pet  shop  was  granted  during  the  year 
and  the  conditions  recommended  by  the  Royal  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  were  incorporated  in 
the  licence. 

Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964. 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  April,  1965, 
forbids  the  keeping  of  a Riding  Establishment  except  under 
the  authority  of  a licence  issued  by  the  local  authoritv.  A 
licence  is  granted  annually  on  payment  of  a fee  of  10s.  after 
a report  from  a Veterinary  Surgeon  or  Veterinary  Practitioner 
on  the  suitability  of  the  premises  for  keeping  a Riding 
Establishment  and  describing  the  condition  of  the  premises 
and  the  horses  in  it. 

Two  premises  were  licensed  during  the  year. 
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Clean  Air  Acrr,  1956. 

(a)  Industrial. 

During  the  year  two  contraventions  of  the  Dark  Smoke 
Regulations  were  recorded.  Both  were  due  to  failure  to 
operate  furnaces  correctly  and  the  necessary  arrangements  to 
prevent  a recurrence  were  made  when  the  matter  was  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  owners  concerned. 

Four  notifications  were  received  during  the  year  of  inten- 
tion to  install  furnaces  but  in  none  of  these  cases  was 
application  made  for  prior  approval  to  the  installation  under 
the  Act. 

There  were  four  contraventions  in  respect  of  grit  and  dust 
emissions.  One  from  a wood  waste  furnace,  two  from  car 
breakers’  premises  and  one  from  a builder’s  yard.  The 
emissions  were  stopped  when  representations  were  made  to 
the  occupiers. 

Plans  were  submitted  in  respect  of  four  new  boiler  instal- 
lations and  the  heights  of  the  chimneys,  after  negotiation 
with  the  owners,  were  made  to  comply  with  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Memorandum  on  Chimney  Heights  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

(b)  Domestic. 

The  Cheshunt  No.  4 Smoke  Control  Order  came  into 
operation  on  1st  July,  bringing  the  total  area:  subject  to 
Smoke  Control  up  to  793  acres  and  the  number  of  houses  to 
5,360.  This  figure  takes  into  account  new  buildings  and 
demolitions. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  the  Smoke  Control 
Areas  as  at  the  end  of  the  year:  — 

Houses 
Estimated  No. 


Area 

Order 

Requiring 

On  which 
grant 

No. 

Acres 

Made 

Confirmed 

Operation 

Total 

Adaptation 

paid 

1 

140 

20.12.60 

21.  4.61 

1.11.61 

1562 

178 

116 

2 

280 

19.12.61 

20.  3.62 

1.10.62 

911 

388 

187 

3 

250 

18.12.62 

28.  3.63 

1.10.63 

1839 

576 

330 

4 

123 

17.  4.64 

18.  8.64 

1.  7.65 

1048 

680  not  yet 

available 

TTie  effect  of  a Smoke  Control  Order  is  to  ban  all  smoke 
from  chimneys  and  to  require  the  burning  only  of  “authorised 
fuels”.  Garden  bonfires  are  not  prohibited  in  Smoke  Control 
Areas  but  it  is  an  offence  if  the  smoke  therefrom  is  a nuisance 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood. 

Cheshunt’s  fifth  Smoke  Control  Area  was  approved  in 
principle  in  September,  but  in  November  the  Council  decided 
that  the  programme  of  capital  works  which  included  this 
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Smoke  Control  Area  should  be  deferred  for  review  in  1966. 

The  proposed  No.  5 Area  is  bounded  by  the  north  side  of 
Cadmore  Lane  and  Warwick  Drive,  the  east  side  of  the  Great 
Cambridge  Road  to  Hillview  Gardens  continuing  in  an 
easterly  direction  to  the  railway  line  which  would  form  the 
boundary  on  the  east  side. 

The  self-contained  mobile  exhibition  belonging  to  the 
Solid  Smokeless  Fuels  Federation  was  again  on  display  at 
the  car  park  adjoining  the  footpath  from  High  Street, 
Waltham  Cross  to  Berkley  Avenue,  which  was  a very 
convenient  site  for  residents  in  Smoke  Control  Area  No.  4. 


National  Survey  of  Air  Poi.lution. 


The  three  instruments  to  measure  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide  in  the  atmosphere  which  are  situated  at  Goff’s  Oak 
Playing  Field,  the  Manor  House  Depot  and  F-leanor  Cross 
Road,  Waltham  Cross,  were  continued  in  operation  through- 
out the  year.  Daily  readings  are  made  and  submitted  to 
Warren  Spring  Laboratory  who  issue  statistical  summaries 
of  the  observations  made  by  all  local  authorities  taking  nart 
in  the  Survey.  This  scheme  has  been  in  operation  since  1961. 

The  average  daily  amounts  for  each  month  of  the  year 
are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Micrograms  per  cubic  metre — Average  daily  readings 
1964/65. 


Smoke  Sulphur  Dioxide 


Station  No. 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

September 

40 

14 

15 

72 

60 

39 

October 

118 

69 

50 

172 

143 

43 

November 

68 

34 

NR 

118 

107 

NR 

December 

133 

84 

NR 

189 

163 

NR 

January 

84 

49 

47 

120 

107 

82 

Febniary 

81 

40 

42 

120 

108 

119 

March 

78 

44 

39 

184 

128 

162 

April 

54 

31 

25 

90 

85 

69 

May 

36 

22 

17 

92 

79 

88 

June 

30 

21 

20 

45 

40 

38 

July 

20 

NR 

10 

52 

NR 

40 

August 

24 

NR 

8 

70 

NR 

57 

Station  No.  1 : Waltham  Cross. 
Station  No.  2:  Council  Depot. 
Station  No.  3:  Goff’s  Oak. 


Note. — NR  signifies  “no  result”,  which  is  returned  for 
a number  of  reasons,  one  being  where  there  are  fewer  than 
21  daily  readings  in  the  month. 
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Scrap  Metal  Dealers. 

The  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964,  came  into  operation 
on  1st  April,  1965,  and  made  provision  for  local  registration 
of  all  scrap  metal  dealers.  Every  local  authority  is  required 
to  maintain  a register  of  persons  carrying  on  business  in 
their  area  as  scrap  metal  dealers,  and  no  person  may  carry 
on  such  business  in  the  area  of  a local  authority  unless  he 
has  been  registered.  The  Public  Health  Inspectors  were 
authorised  for  the  purposes  of  inspection  under  the  Act. 

During  the  year  twenty-eight  dealers  were  registered  and  of 
these  twenty-one  were  exempt  as  itinerant  collectors  from 
the  requirement  to  keep  records  of  scrap  metal  purchased  or 
otherwise  acquired.  An  itinerant  collector,  however,  must 
obtain  a receipt  when  he  sells  scrap  metal  and  retain  such 
receipt  for  two  years. 

Shops  Act  (Hours  of  Closing,  etc.). 

The  Shops  (Early  Closing  Days)  Act,  1965,  came  into 
effect  on  5th  August,  1965.  This  Act  enables  Shop  keepers  to 
choose  their  own  early  closing  day  and  the  Order  made  by 
the  Council  fixing  Thursday  as  the  weekly  half  holiday 
ceased  to  have  effect  on  5th  November,  1965. 

Following  complaints  regarding  Sunday  trading  test 
purchases  were  made  from  four  general  stores  in  Waltham 
Cross  on  Sunday,  24th  January,  1965.  The  Shoos  Act,  1950, 
provides  that  every  shop  shall  be  closed  for  the  serving  of 
customers  on  Sunday,  except  for  certain  exempted  trans- 
actions specified  in  the  fifth  schedule  to  the  Act.  The 
purchases  made  constituted  transactions  that  were  contra- 
ventions of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  and  the  Council 
decided  to  institute  legal  proceedings.  All  four  defendants 
pleaded  guilty  and  each  was  fined  10s.  with  10s.  costs. 

Office,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

The  Act  requires  the  Local  Authority  to  make  an  Annual 
Report  to  the  Minister  of  Labour  on  their  proceedings  under 
the  Act  for  the  twelve  months  ending  on  31st  December  in 
each  year. 

In  the  first  part  of  1965  a survey  of  premises  to  which  the 
Act  applies  was  continued  with  a view  to  ensuring  that  those 
who  had  not  yet  sent  in  registration  forms  should  be  made 
aware  of  the  requirement  to  register.  In  the  second  half  of 
the  year  a start  was  made  with  the  general  inspections  of 
registered  premises  and  during  the  year  a total  of  142 
premises  received  a general  inspection. 
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The  prescribed  statistics  in  the  form  required  by  the 
Minister  (Form  O.S.R.14)  are  appended  together  with  a 
statistical  analysis  of  contraventions  found  and  accidents 
reported.  Apart  from  the  failure  to  display  abstracts  of  the 
Act  and  to  provide  first  aid  boxes  and  thermometers,  the 
general  impression  gained  from  inspections  so  far  made  was 
that  the  offices  and  shops  in  this  district  are  well  maintained 
and  complied  generally  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

O.S.R.14 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections. 


Offices 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

23 

Total  number 
of  regi.stered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

89 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the  year 

28 

Retail  shops 

42 

228 

104 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

3 

13 

1 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

6 

17 

9 

Fuel  storage  depots  

— 

— 

— 

Total 

74 

347 

142 

Number  of  Visits. 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered 
premises:  277. 

Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises 
BY  Workplace. 

Class  of  Workplace 

Offices  

Retail  shops  

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  ... 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

Canteens  

Fuel  storage  depots  

Total 


Total  Males 
Total  Females 


Number  of 
ions  employed 

1,129 

1,290 

248 

77 

18 

1 

2,763 


1,257 

1,506 
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Exemptions. 

Nil. 

Prosecutions. 

Nil. 


Inspectors. 

Number  of  inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52(1) 

or  (5)  of  the  Act 4 

Number  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their 

time  on  work  in  connection  with  the  Act  ...  Nil 


Analysis  of  Contraventions. 

Section  Number  of  Contraventions  Found 

4 Cleanliness  

5 Overcrowding 

6 Temperature  

7 Ventilation  

8 Lighting  

9 Sanitary  Conveniences  

10  Washing  facilities  

11  Supply  of  Drinking  Water 

12  Clothing  Accommodation  

13  Sitting  facilities  

14  Seats  (Sedentary  Workers) 

15  Eating  facilities  ...  

16  Floors,  passages  and  stairs 

17  Fencing  exposed  parts  machinery 

18  Protection  of  young  persons  from  dangerous 

machinery  

19  Training  of  young  persons  working  at 

dangerous  machinery 

23  Prohibition  of  heavy  work 

24  First  Aid — General  Provisions 


78 


20 

17 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 
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Reported  Accidents. 

Action  Recommended 

No.  Total  No.  Formal  Informal  No 

Reported  Investigated  Prosecution  Warning  Advice  Action 

Offices  — — — — — — 

Retail  shops  4 3 — — 13 

Wholesale  shops,  ware- 
houses   — — — — — — 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  public,  can- 
teens   — — — — — 

Fuel  storage  depots  ...  — — — — — — 

Totals  4 3 — — 13 
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Analysis  of  Reported  Accidents. 

Retail  Shops 

Falls  of  persons 2 

Struck  by  falling  object 1 

Fires  and  explosions  1 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

Food  premises  in  the  area  classified  according  to  type  of 
business  are  given  below; 

Personal  Washing  Washing  Facilities  for 
Facilities  Equipment 


No.  of 

No.  fitted  to 

No.  to  which 

No.  fitted  to 

Type  of  Premises 

Premises 

comply  with 
Reg.  16 

Reg.  19 
applies 

comply  with 
Reg.  19 

Slaughterhouses  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Licensed  Premises 

38 

38 

38 

38 

Grocery  and  Provisions 

49 

49 

9 

9 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers 

24 

24 

12 

12 

Fish  Friers  

4 

4 

4 

4 

Fishmongers  

5 

5 

5 

5 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

16 

16 

— 

— 

Chemists  

8 

8 

8 

8 

Confectioners  ... 

34 

34 

— 

— 

Cafes,  Caterers  and  Canteens 

70 

70 

70 

70 

Butchers  

25 

25 

25 

25 

Bakers  ... 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Bakehouses  

5 

5 

5 

5 

Meat  and  other  Food  Inspections. 

During  the  year  393  visits  were  made  to  shops  and 
premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  exposed  for  sale  as 


detailed  in  the  following  table:  — 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

Butcher  Shops  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Fish  Shops  ...  ...  20 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ;..  26 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  30 

School  Canteens  :.  ...  7 

Other  Food  Shops  and  Food  Premises  121 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  23 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Mobile  Shops 11 


Registration  of  Food  Premises. 

The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  16 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  the  number  of  dairies 
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registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  is  shown 
in  the  following  table;  — 


Premises 

No. 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

71 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

... 

18 

Dairies 

... 

4 

Unsound  Food  Surrendered  or  Condemned. 

tons 

cwts. 

lbs. 

Meat  at  slaughterhouse  

1 

16 

Meat  at  wholesale  premises 

83 

Meat  at  retail  shops 

18 

89 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products  ... 

1 

75 

Canned  meats  

4 

89 

Fish  

4 

6 

Fruit  and  vegetables  

2 

103 

Other  foods  

12 

6 

Total  2 

6 

19 

Slaughterhouses  . 

There  is  only  one  slaughterhouse  in  Cheshunt  and  this  is 
licensed  until  30th  September,  1966. 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963,  require  that  meat 
at  slaughterhouses  must  be  inspected  and  when  passed  as  fit 
for  human  consumption  must  be  marked.  There  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  maintaining  100%  inspection  and  as  provided  by 
Regulations,  the  Council  make  charges  for  meat  inspection 
at  the  rate  of  2s.  6d.  for  cattle,  9d.  per  calf  or  pig  and  6d. 
per  sheep,  lamb  or  goat. 

Details  of  carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  are 
shown  in  the  following  table: 

Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs  Horses 
Cows  Lambs 

Number  killed  240  — 6 1,234  743  — 

Number  inspected  ...  240  — 6 1,234  743  — 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned — — — — — — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   9 — — — 19  — 
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Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
dis«ase  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cys- 

ticerci  ...  ...  ...  3.75%  — — — 2.56*/o  — 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   — — — — — — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ...  ...  — — — — 8 — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

tuberculosis  — — — — I.O8V0  — 

CysticereV: 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ...  ...  — — — — — — 

Carcases  v submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera- 
tion ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned  ...  ...  — — — — — 

Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

Condemned  foodstuffs  are  buried  with  suitable  precautions 
at  the  Council’s  Refuse  Disposal  Tip. 

Licensing  of  Slaughtermen. 

Five  slaughtermen’s  licences  to  slaughter  animals  in  a 
Slaughterhouse  by  the  captive  bolt  method  were  renewed  for 
the  period  of  one  year. 

Milk  Licences. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1963, 
licences  to  use  the  following  designations  were  issued; 

Pasteurised  5 

Sterilised  ...  14 

Untreated  2 

The  licences  all  expire  on  31st  December,  1970. 

Milk  Supplies  — Brucella  Abortus. 

The  County  Council  undertake  sampling  for  the  presence 
of  tubercle  bacilli  and  brucella  abortus.  No  report  of  the 
presence  of  either  of  these  organisms  was  received  during 
the  year: 
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Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963. 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  Urban 
District. 


Food  Complaints  and  Food  Samples  Examined  by  the 
Public  Analyst. 

Seventy-five  informal  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis 
by  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year.  Fifty-eight  of  these 
samples  were  routine  informal  samples  of  a wide  variety 
of  foodstuffs  and  all  were  reported  upon  as  genuine.  The 
remaining  seventeen  samples  were  submitted  as  a result  of 
complaints  and  all  these  samples  were  reported  upon  as 
being  unsatisfactory. 

Twenty-three  complaints  relating  to  foodstuffs  sold  in 
Cheshunt  during  the  year  were  received  but  five  on  investi- 
gation could  not  be  substantiated  and  one  related  to  a 
purchase  in  the  area  of  an  adjoining  authority. 

Details  of  the  other  seventeen  complaints  are  as  follows: 


(a)  Foreign  Bodies. 

Commodity  No. 

Milk  3 

Bread  1 

Meat  Pies  1 

Fish  1 

Minced  Beef  1 

(b)  Other  Complaints. 

Type  of  Complaint  No. 

Mould  6 

Contamination  by  brine  1 
Iron  Staining  1 

Decomposition  1 


Labelling  Contravention  1 


Foreign  Body 

Cement  adhering  to  bottle. 

Black  specks  too  small  to 
identify. 

Pupae  of  fly  (Paraspinifera 
Bergenstelli). 

Charred  Dough. 

Fragments  of  charred  connec- 
tive tissue. 

Crystals  (Struvite  or  magnes- 
ium ammonium  phosphate 
in  tinned  salmon). 

Blue  staining — Ink  from  Ball- 
point Pen. 


Commodity 

Butter,  Liver  Sausage,  Yog- 
hourt.  Cakes,  Milk,  Lun- 
cheon Meat. 

Iced  Lolly. 

Corned  Beef. 

Braised  Steak. 

Tinned  Evaporated  Milk. 
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(c)  Number  of  Prosecutions. 

1.  Under  Section  2 of  the  Food  and  Drugs 

Act.  1955  1 

2.  Under  Section  8 of  the  Food  and  Drugs 

Act,  1955  3 

3.  Under  Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 

Regulations,  1959  1 

4.  Total  amount  of  fines  and  costs  imposed  £217  1 0 

(d)  Bacteriological  Sampling. 

1.  Total  number  of  samples  taken  60 

2.  Results  of  ice  cream  samples: 

Mobiles  Premises 

Grade  I II  III  IV  I 11  III  IV 

Soft  Ice  Cream  — — — — — — — — 

Other  Ice  Cream  — — — — 26  2 — — 


3.  Other  foods: 

Fish 

Milk 


4 

28 


Analysis  of  Milk  Samples: 

Pasteurised  Sterilised  Total 


Number  taken 

25 

3 

28 

Methylene  Blue  Test: 

Number  

25 

— 

25 

Satisfactory 

23 

— 

23 

Failed  

2 

— 

2 

Void  

— 

— 

— 

Phosphate  Test: 

Number  

25 

— 

25 

Satisfactory 

25 

— 

— 

Failed  

— 

— 

— 

Turbidity  Test: 

Number  

— 

3 

3 

Passed  

— 

3 

3 
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